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Commissioner for Patents 

In response to the olTice action sent out on 1 1/25/2008, Applicants have sent in an amendment on 03/12/2009 which recites a 
distinct or independent invention from those which were originally presented. 

Newly submitted claim 17-18 are directed to an invention that is independent or distinct from the invention originally 
claimed for the following reasons: The original claims submitted on 10/17/2008 was drawn towards a compound for inhibiting HCV 
activity in a subject which were product claims, the newly submitted claims on 03/12/2009 are drawn towards a method of inhibiting 
HCV activity in a subject in need thereof by administering to a subject a therapeutically effective amount of the compound previously 
claimed which are method claims. 

The special technical feature of claims submitted on 10/17/2008 was the compound which is a product, where as the special technical 
feature of the amended claims filed on 03/12/2009 is the method of inhibiting HCV in a subject by administering the compound which 
involves the steps of reviewing the symptoms (is it chronic or acute), understanding the underlying cause of the symptoms and 
analysis of the underlying physiologicaVbiochemical cause(s) of a disease or condition , diagnosis of HCV infection, dosage 
determination, actual process of treatment such as administering the dosage to the patient, monitoring patient prognosis with the final 
outcome of curing the patient of HCV infection.. 

An international apphcation should relate to only one invention or, if there is more than one invention, the inclusion of those 
inventions in one international apphcation is only permitted if all inventions are so linked as to form a single general inventive 
concept (PCT Rule 13.1). With respect to the invention claimed in the claim set of 10/17/2008 and the amended claims of 03/16/2009, 
there is no special technical relationship among the two sets. The claims herein lack unity of invention under PCT rule 13.1 and 13.2 
since, under 37 CFR 1.475(a). 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented invention, this invention has been 
constructively elected by original presentation for prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, new claim 17-18 are withdrawn from 
consideration as being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and MPEP § 821.03. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to SAVITHA 
RAO whose telephone number is (571)270-5315. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 7 am to 4 pm. If attempts to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Ardin Marschel can be reached on 571-272-0718. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) 
system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
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direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner, Art Unit 1614 
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